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‘mock trial’

if the purpose of inviting Sardar Qayyum to Zee TV'’s
‘mock trial’ was to embarrass the veteran campaigner with
loaded questions and uncharitable remarks, the drill has
failed to produce the desired results. The ‘accused’ turned
out to be smarter than the ‘prosecutor’ and did not let
himself be projected as a promoter of terrorism. “We do
not endorse use of violence as a desirable means of
struggle and firmly believe in the political settlement of the
Kashmir dispute, but we are fighting for freedom,” the
Sardar told a questioner. it is the birthright of every
Kashmiri, whether he belongs to Azad Kashmir or
Occupied Kashmir, to use the soil of the state for helping
the cause, he said. Sardar Qayyum denied the existence of
‘training camps’ for Kashmiri freedom-fighters in Azad
Kashmir, and categorically stated that the Azad Kashmir
government was neither training nor arming the freedom-
fighters in the Valley, albeit he did not disguise his urge to
turn Azad Kashmir into a base camp for the liberation of
Kashmir. Debunking New Dethi’'s favourite theme of
‘sponsorship of terrorism from across the border’, which
the high profile ‘prosecutor’ in the mock trial tried to rub in
during his ‘cross examination’ and suggested that India
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could also pay Pakistan in the same coin, Sardar Qayyum
ridiculed India’s self-righteous posture on the terrorism
question. Has India not done it already, in the break up of
Pakistan in 1971 and now in Karachi and elsewhere in
Pakistan, he said.

The ‘charge-sheet’ against Sardar Qayyum, obviously
tutored by Indian intelligence agencies, was less of a
personal nature and more an attempt to discredit the office
he holds and the cause he represents. He was labelled as
‘Islamabad’s puppet’, a mere ‘showboy’ assigned to keep
the fiction of Azad Kashmir’s ‘separate identity’ alive, and
was sarcastically asked to show the difference between
‘free’ Kashmir and ‘Occupied Kashmir’. If governments in
Azad Kashmir are installed and removed to suit Islam-
abad’s convenience, how can you claim to be an authori-
tative Prime Minister, was the upshot of the opening
assault by the ‘prosecutor’. The ISI phobia was so markedly
evident in the cross-examination that the Azad Kashmir
Prime Minister was also seen as a ‘henchman’ of the
Intelligence agency, who took his orders from what the
Indians seem to think is the omnipotent decision-maker on
Kashmir policy. It was indeed refreshing to see the ‘First
Warrior’ keep his cool and register his remarkable ability
to argue his case with fortitude in a hostile environment. To
the millions of Indian viewers who must have watched the
programme on their favourite channel, Sardar Qayyum's
performance was an anti-climax to his projected image of a
‘die-hard fanatic’ and a ‘trigger-happy terrorist’. He may
not have succeeded in dispelling New Dethi's propaganda
about Azad Kashmir, but he was certainly able to put
across the message that he, unlike New Delhi’s surrogates
in Occupied Kashmir, was a man of conviction, a leader of
political stature, and far from being anybody’s stooge.
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Sardar
Qayyum’s
Plain | The Nation
Speaking on
Kashmir

Most Pakistanis and Kashmiri viewers would have
been surprised to see Azad Kashmir Prime Minister Sardar
Qayyum Khan appearing on a popular programme of
India’s ‘“Zee TV"', and the pleasure of his performance on
Indian television raised not only the prestige of Pakistan
but also provided an intellectual and moral fillip to
Kashmiri freedom fighters.

in a way, there should not have been that much of a
surprise on the performance of Sardar Qayyum, because
he, after all, is quite an experienced politician with
reference to Pakistani politics, but whose actual political
base remains Azad Kashmir. Interestingly, Sardar
Qayyum’s background and his role are quite similar to that
of Rauf Denktash, the articulate spokesman of Turkish
Cypriots, who is also President of the Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus. An Ambassador of Turkey to Pakistan
once remarked: I wish we could have had Rauf Denktash
as Prime Minister of Turkey, rather than just being confined
to leadership of Kibris.”

Ever since the popular, widespread, spontaneous and

indigenous insurgency began in Kashmir some six years
ago, Sardar Qayyum has served as Pakistan’s principal
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international “‘calling card” on the Kashmir issue and he is
an indefatigable campaigner for Kashmiris’ rights. In the
last couple of years, when the Pakistani government and
even most of the intelligentsia have been defensive on
Kashmir, Sardar Qayyum has chosen to play on the front
foot on the Kashmir issue, and that too on a television
programme that must have been watched by millions of
viewers in South Asia.

Regretably, more so in the past couple of years, some
basic planks of Pakistan’s long-standing Kashmir policy
have been slowly but systematically undermined, through
- acombination of deliberate neglect, apathy, loss of political
will and general bureaucratic ineptitude. For example,
while the centrepiece of Pakistan’s Kashmir policy was an
undiluted insistence on upholding the right of self-determi-
nation for the Kashmiri people which has been enshrined
in successive United Nations resolutions that were passed
with the concurrence of not only just India and Pakistan but
also the United States, there is a sad spectre of Pakistan's
own Foreign Minister publicly talking of ‘“‘at least six
options’’ to resolve the Kashmir question, while American
authoritative spokespersons on South Asia now lament that
these UN resolutions have been overtaken by ‘‘history”.

This is ironical, given the fact that history has returned
to haunt major crisis areas with US policy being pushed on
the basis of a legitimacy grounded in history, the most
important example being demolition of the Berlin Wall and
collapse of communism in Eastern Europe and Russia,
restoration of Black majority rule in South Africa and
establishment of a Palestinian entity in the Middle East. In
fact, the current American efforts spearheaded by none
other than Secretary of State, Warren Christopher, to
break a peace accord between lIsrael and Syria are
premised primarily on lIsraeli willingness to end its
29-year-old occupation of the Golan Heights and return
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these to Syrian control. If 74 years of communism, 50 years
of apartheid or nearly 30 years of Israeli occupation of
Palestinian territory cannot be overtaken by history, and
there can be efforts under American sponsorship to
reverse what has been universally acknowledged as a
wrong, then why is the same principle not applicable to
India’s occupation of Kashmir, more so, when the Kashmiri
people themselves have rejected this occupation at
tremendous human cost.

Then there is the question of Pakistan's support for
Kashmir. liberation struggle, which is qualitatively no
different from Pakistan’s support for the Afghan Mujahi-
deen with only one slight variation that Pakistan’s Afghan
policy had American backing and the scale of Pakistani
support for the Afghan Mujahideen was probably hundred
times greater than that given to the Kashmiri freedom
fighters.

By virtually acquiescing to this charge of “‘terrorism”
which has been inflicted on Pakistan by the West, Pakistan
has not only backtracked on support for the Kashmiri
freedom struggle, but it is probably for the first time that a
country is being charged by the United States for engaging
in. “‘terrorism” on an issue where American lives were
neither involved nor affected. In other cases where the
terrorism charge has been inflicted against countries in the
Middle East or those like North Korea or Cuba, that charge
has been invariably linked to the consequences of
terrorism impacting on American lives in those particular
regions.

Another aspect of the roliback of Pakistan's position
on Kashmir is that somehow, bath internationally as well
as among sections of the intelligentsia in Pakistan, the
positions of Pakistan and India are equated as if the Indian
occupation of Kashmir, which is long-standing, is morally

f*§



as repugnant as, say, Pakistani support for Kashmiri
resistance to that occupation, which is a recent phenome-
non going back nearly six years. It is almost like saying that
those who commit the crime of rape are as bad as the
victim, since the victim acquiesced to the crime !

The cumulative result of this absence of a coherent
Kashmir policy, which is a combination of spinelessness,
apathy and incompetence, is that Pakistan is no longerina
position to internationalise the Kashmir question and, by
and large, the Indian position on Kashmir is being upheid
to the extent that India’s plan for an election in Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir around the end of March 1996, prior to
its general elections in April 1996, is being accorded a
credibility and legitimacy as if these elections would be a
substitute for the long-promised but still-denied plebiscite
under the United Nations auspices.

It is in this context that Sardar Qayyum’s replies to
Zee TV's aggressive questions were such a whiff of fresh
air in an environment where the government is apologetic
even on Kashmir or what passes for a policy on Kashmir.
What did Sardar Qayyum say on Zee TV which was
different from the position adopted by Pakistani official
spokesman an international fora? He was upfront and open
on Kashmir, and he gave a well-reasoned exposition of
Pakistan's stand, with argument and logic which shouid
normally be appplied since these are effective tools in
promoting Pakistan’s view.

Asked about Pakistan’s support for the Kashmiri
freedom struggle, Sardar Qayyum said, ‘i do not train
‘Kashmiri militants but if anyone wants to use our soil for
training he can do it, because the Kashmiris are free to
move between the divided Kashmir. We want to make our
part of divided Kashmir as a base camp for the Kashmiris.
But the Government of Pakistan forbids us,” adding,
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without batting an eyelid, that “‘I would have fought the
liberation movement in Indian-held Kashmir if | was any
younger today’.

Countering allegations levelled by the interviewer
regarding outside support to the Kashmiri freedom
struggle, he gave a very pertinent answer rooted in history:
“Even if there is outside support to Kashmiri Mujahideen, it
is on a reciprocal basis. East Pakistan was separated from
West Pakistan because of Indian interference. And now
India is promoting terrorism in Karachi as well.” Such
candid and bold assertions are more effective in promoting
Pakistan's perspective on Kashmir and the Kashmiri
freedom struggle than the Pakistan Government’'s spokes-
man who mostly waffle, lacking both in clarity and
conviction.

Given this interview of Sardar Qayyum on Zee TV and
the fact that Kashmir is again on the frontburner as an
issue engaging the attention of the US Administration,
which, after endeavouring to settle contentious and
longstanding issues like Palestine, Bosnia and Northern
ireland, is now turning its focus on Kashmir, there is need
for Pakistan to ensure that our policy on Kashmir does not
go the way of, say, the bungling in Afghanistan where 15
years of Pakistan’s human and material investment have
just gone down the drain.

Three aspects are pertinent in this regard. First, as far
as India goes, more than any time in the last 49 years since
the achievement of independence by India and Pakistan,
the United States has great economic, political and military
leverage over India. The US provides almost $200 million in
annual economic assistance to India, while India gets
approximately $2 billion annually from the World Bank
which is also with US official concurrence. US private
investment in India runs into billions of doilars. Therefore,



Pakistani pressure on the United States to use its clout with
India on Kashmir must escalate to Pakistan’s advantage.
Otherwise, Pakistan will be facing the duplicity and
double-standards of 1971, when in the words of Dr. Henry
Kissinger in his memoirs White House Years, in 1971, “the
State Department was eloquent in arguing that no binding
obligation existed to support Pakistan” and the State
Department made it clear that the 1959 bilateral agreement
between the US and Pakistan was ‘‘intended to exclude any
India-Pakistan war. State simply ignored all other commu-
nications between our government and Pakistan’.

Kissinger’s reference to ‘“‘all other communications”
is cryptic and is not specific, while such specificity has now
been provided by former Soviet Ambassador to the United
States, Anatoly Dobrynin who makes a major revelation
about the 1971 Bangladesh crisis in his book In Confidence,
which again confirms the duality of the American approach
on a crisis involving an old ally like Pakistan when the
public position of the State Department was being privately
contradicted by none other than Preisdent Nixon. Dobrynin
writes: “In a clear attempt to pressurise both the Soviet
Union and India, Nixon made an extraordinary disclosure
to the Soviet leadership. Confidentially, he had Kissinger
inform us that there was a secret protocol in the agreement
between the US and Pakistan (drafted under the Kennedy
administration and handed to then President Ayub Khan by
the US Ambassador on November 5, 1962) saying that the
American government would support Pakistan against
Indian aggression.”

Secondly, Pakistan should not do on Kashmir what
Pakistan did on the nuclear issue when it unilaterally
capped the nuclear programme in 1989 without getting any .
quid pro quo from either India or the United States and in
the process, the government even lied to the people of
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Pakistan that it was publicly maintaining that the nuclear
programme is still on course.

Finally, the January 8, 1996 issue of The Times of India
which carried a frontpage report of Sardar Qayyum’s
interview to Zee TV also referred to reports that Sardar
Qayyum might be invited to a Five-Nation Conference on
Kashmir to be convened by former US President Jimmy
Carter in New Delhi under the sponsorship of the United
States Institute of Peace. It would be, therefore, in the
fitness of things that the government give Sardar Qayyum
the lead to spearhead Pakistan’s Kashmir policy so that in
any negotiations, Pakistan’s perspective may not go by
default as it has done on such areas as Afghanistan or the
nuclear question.
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Zee brings

Sardar Qayyum | T he Nation
to Adalat

It was during the early winter of 1970 that a Fokker of
Indian Airlines, Ganga landed at Lahore airport. The plane
was on a domestic flight from Delhi to Srinagar and was
‘Hijacked’ by two Kashmiri freedom-fighters’ to Pakistan.
The news was telecasted by PTV and the masses showed
jubilation over the effort of the freedom fighters.

Later in the night the plane was set ablaze in the
middle of the night by the ‘hijackers’, and its coverage was
instantly shown on PTV while people rejoiced and
danced.

Most of the national leaders also issued statments,
favouring hijacking but the only man who termed this act as
a drama and a plot against Pakistan, was Sardar Abdul
Qayyum Khan the present Prime Minister of Azad Jammu
and Kashmir. The events which unfolded later, truly proved
that hijacking was nothing but a plan fabricated by Indians
to put a stop to the Pakistani planes flying over the Indian
border towards East Pakistan. This was prelude to
Indo-Pakistan war of 1971 that followed by the subsequet
creation of Bangladesh.
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The advocacy of cause of Khasmir as far as
government and its spokesmen are concerned, have
remained rigorously lopsided and with no sense of
direction. The only man who is remained at one point
agenda, is Khan Abdul Qayyum Khan, the Prime Minister of
Azad Jammu and Khashmir who recently appeared on Zee
Tv's Aap ki Adalat, compered by Rajat Sharma.

Rajat Sharma who is carrying a repetition of being a
very shrewd person. He does a lot of homework before
coming to the crease. He asks biding question and doesn’t
hesitate even to ask embarrassing questions. But in Aap ki
Adalat his questions were given befitting replies and the
ball of embarrassment, more than often, landed in the court
of Rajat Sharma. The judge who monitored the whole
discussion, in the end gave a very equivocal decision
which meant nothing. The details of two-episode long
cross-examination can not be enumerated here but on
behalf of the Pakistani nation and all the Muslims of the
sub-continent, | must congratulate Sardar Abdul Qayyum
Khan for his heroic performance. This interview may have
some other aspects also.

Was this interview or for that matter court like
proceedings were meant to please Pakistani and Kashmiri
Muslims? Did Zee TV want to annoy its own Hindu
viewership and clintele? It is difficult to answer all these
geustion yet one thing is clear that Zee TV, unlike PTV,
stands truly for freedom of speech and expression. It is
truly democratic while the PTV is under democratic
dictatorship.
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Zee TV office
attacked by
Shev Sena

activists

The Zee Teevesion’s office based at New Delhi was
attacked by a group, claiming to represent “Shev Sena” on
Monday.

According to the Zee TV, attackers damaged the office
record and threatened to kill Zee’s chief executive Rajat
Sharma. They were protesting against an interview of Azad
Kashmir Prime Minister Sardar Mohammad Abdul Qayyum
Telecast by the Zee TV in its programme ‘‘Aap ki Adalat’ on
Sunday.

The Zee TV administration has declared it as an attack

of freedom of Press.
(APP)
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No Military Solution to
J&K Problem, Says PoK premier

Sardar Mohammed Qayyum Khan, ‘“‘prime minister”
of the Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK), today ruled out a
military solution to the Kashmir tangle and said it should be
resolved politically and peacefully through
negotiations.

He, however, justified ‘“blessing’’ the insurgency in
Jammu and Kashmir and said it would continue “‘as long as
atrocities (by Indian authorities) will continue.’”’ He chided
himself for being a nalayak (worthless) who, being old,
could not fight along with the insurgents and mercenaries
who had already scored a success in Afghanistan.

Denying that there were any training camps for the
terrorists in the PoK, Mr Khan justified the territory being
used for the logistic support. ““I do not apologise for this,”
he said while appearing in the Aap Ki Adalat programme of
Zee TV.

Mr Khan's aggressive replies during his ‘‘cross
examination” by ‘“public prosecutor’” Rajat Sharma were
on the expected lines. But the programme’s telecast by an
international satellite television network assumes signifi-
cance in the light of speculative reports that Mr Khan might
be coming here as part of preparations for a five-nation
conference on Kashmir to be convened by former US
president Jimmy Carter.
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The conference is sponsored by an institute funded by
the US state department and the government of India has
rejected the participation more than once on the ground
that it does not accept any third party intervention in a
strictly bilateral matter.

Official sources denied that Mr. Khan would be
granted a visa but there had been pressures on India from
international quarters to allow him in and that India accept
the idea of the conference. The projected visit has already
been welcomed by Panthers Party chief Bhim Singh who
said it would facilitate the ‘‘reunification’” of Kashmir and
the Vienna conference.

The ministry of home affairs has opposed any move to
grant him the visa, but elements within the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) are learnt to be keen on a visit in the name of
facilitating transparency in handling of the Kashmir
affairs.

Mr. Khan was introduced to the ‘“court’” and the
audience as “‘prime minister of Azad Kashmir which, in
India, is known as Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. Mr. Sharma
questioned him on the need to repeat the word azad when
the opinion in the international media was that it was.
nothing but a “‘colony” of Pakistan.

Mr. Khan countered this by contending that the
province of which he had been the “prime minister” four
times was ‘‘more independent than many of the provinces
of India and Pakistan’.

But he admitted to direct and indirect controls of
Islamabad and justified the federal arrangement, as
contained in a written statute, on the ground that the PoK
needed political stability in the absence of which “‘people
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could go the way of Bangladesh.” He added, ‘‘We should
not forget that Azad Kashmir was formed on the basis of its
accession to Pakistan’.

He denied being a ghulam (stave) of Islamabad or that
his fourth term like the earlier three, was at the mercy of
Pakistani authorities. But then, he never believed that
“politics is a pious game, yeh to kharabiyon ka khel hai (it
is a game of manipulators)”.

The man who proudly admitted to being the ‘‘first man
to pick up the gun’’ in Kashmir, denied that he had kept his
son away from the armed struggle. He said he had his own
definition of terrorism, but admitted that a large number of
people have been killed. He was keen on a more active
support to this process, but was being restrained by
Pakistan.

The second part of Mr. Khan’s “arraignment’ is to
continue next Sunday. Mr. Sharma said it had been
recorded in Sherjah three weeks ago to give the viewers
“the real idea of PoK".
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Qayyum strongly defends
Kashmir cause on Zee TV

By Khalid Qayyum

Islamabad - Prime Minister of Azad Kashmir
Sardar Abdul Qayyum bowled out the Indian audience by
defending free movement between the divided Kashmir as
the “birthright” of a Kashmiri given by the United
Nations.

In an unfinished innings on Sunday veteran Kashmiri
politician Sardar Qayyum faced the Indian offensive on the
front foot and did not back out once from the Kashmir cause
during halfhour interview on ‘““Aap Ki Adalat” aired by
Indian satellite channel Zee TV. He will resume the innings
next week as the interview that was recorded in Sharjah was
cut to two parts.

Wearing a white beard the seventy two years old
Kashmiri Sardar appeared confident throughout the show
and at times won appreciation from the audience for his
offensive hard hitting innings. ‘| would have fought the
liberation movement in Indian held Kashmir if | was any
younger today’' he successfully hooked the bouncers when
the interviewer charged him of promoting terrorism in
Kashmir. :

“l strongly condemn terrorism and believe that
Kashmir issue could be solved only through peaceful
political means. But what if your mothers and sisters are
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being raped and killed. The Kashmiris have been forced into
liberation movement. Even if there was any militancy in
occupied Kashmir then kill the militants and not the
civilians'', he said.

He denied the impression that Pakistan was providing
weapons (AK-47 and Grenades) to the Kashmiri Mujahiddin.
“Give me money and | will get you arms used by indian
army. Arm dealers throughout the world are prepared to
provide arms at doorsteps. All they need is money” he
pointed. “Even if there is outside support to Kashmiri
Mujahiddin it is on reciprocal basis. East was separated
from West Pakistan because of Indian interference. And now
India is airing terrorism in Karachi as well’’ he added.

While charging him further of promoting terrorism the
compere asked him why did he pick up gun for the first time
in Kashmir. “This was not for personal motives. The
liberation movement was forced upon us’’ was his simple
reply while denying he formed any terrorist group in 1968
with the help of Pakistani ISI.

He further denied that there were camps in Pakistan
part of Kashmir where Kashmiri militants were trained. ““We
want to make our part of divided Kashmir as base camp for
the Kashmiris. But government of Pakistan forbids us’’, he
defended the government of Pakistan.

“l do not train Kashmiri militants, but if anyone wants to
use our soil for training he can do it because Kashmiris are
free to move between the divided Kashmir’” he went on to
say.

Sardar Qayyum played the first half of his interview
defensively as the questions charged the government of
Azad Kashmir as a puppet to government of Pakistan.
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“There is more freedom for people in Azad Kashmir than the
provinces in Pakistan’. He denied that government of
Pakistan imposed chief secretary and IG police in Azad
Kashmir. “The appointment is always made on the
recommendation of Azad Kashmir government. | once
sacked the chief secretary appointed by Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto
{former Pakistan prime minister)’’, he said.

He said it was by mutual agreement that some areas of
governance, such as foreign affairs, defence and currency
were transferred to Pakistan to keep an atmosphere of
understanding between the two governments. Otherwise
East Pakistan situation would be created again, he
added.

When insisted by the interviewer that Azad Kashmir
government always found it difficult to survive without the
consent of Pakistan government, he said, “‘After all politics
is nota pious game. Only a man of courage could deal withiit.
A politician has to stand up for himself and his people.”
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Breaking
the ice on | ZZoeWi=ln
Kashmir

If India’s policy makers had watched Zee TV’s mock
trial programme featuring the Azad Kashmir prime minister,
Sardar Abdul Qayyum Khan, they would have realised that
he has offered a pragmatic step-by-step formula for the
solution of the seemingly intractable Kashmir dispute. The
views expressed by him seemed to suggest, even if
somewhat tentatively, a way of unfreezing the issue.

Sardar Qayyum showed no signs of strain and was
never lost for words in the face of the high-pressure
“Interrogation’” by the compere. He never lost his cool, not
even when the compere, Rajat Sharma, posed questions
suggesting Pakistan’s direct involvement in the Kashmir
uprising of casting doubts on the Sardar’s personal
integrity, hoping to expose him as a ““Stooge"’ of Islamabad.
Even if the judge of the trial in the end held him *‘guilty’’ of
inflexibility in his position on Kashmir, Sardar Qayyum
faced the proceeding without losing his composure.

It appeared navertheless that without conceding any
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concessions on the basic provision of a plebiscite as
stipulated in the relevant UN resolutions, Sardar Qayyum
did not seem to rule out the possibility of a negotiated
settlement assuming of course, that New Delhi was willing to
be a party to such settlement. He suggested that as a first
step there had to be a ceasefire and free movement of
Kashmiri people across the line of control. By consulting
among themselves, the Kashmiri leaders could perhaps
agree upon a via media to defuse the tensions in the
region.

it was perhaps for strategic reasons that Sardar
Qayyum remained firm while insisting that the UN
resolutions did not provide for a third option and so the only
choice before the Kashmiri was accession to Pakistan or
India. This did not, however, mean that there was nothing
to be discussed between Pakistan, India and the
representatives of the Kashmiri people. He did not say itin
so many words, but there was a tentative suggestion that
once New Delhi agreed to withdraw its security forces from
the occupied state, the insurgents or “‘militants’, could lay
down their arms, and a peacemaking process, possibly
outside the UN resolutions, could commence.

In Sardar Qayyum’s view, two aspects of the Kashmir
issue merit urgent attention: one, that with the Indian and
Pakistani forces facing each other along the line of control,
any small incident could spark off a major conflagration and
once that happened the conflict would not necessarily
remain confined to Kashmir and even the use of nuclear
weapons should not be ruled out. Secondly, Pakistan and
India did not have much time to come to grips with the
problem, as after another four to six months the situation
might go completely out of anybody’s control. He did not
elaborate upon this second statement. However, Sardar
Qayyum felt certain that once the Kashmir question had
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been settled, both Pakistan and India should be able to live
as good neighbours and would stand to gain a great deal by
living in peace with each other, through mutual
cooperation.

The Sense of urgent concern expressed by Sardar
Qayyum notwithstanding, there is little to suggest that India
is ready for a major initiative for breaking the deadlock over
Kashmir. Even while offering to discuss with Pakistan all
outstanding disputes, ‘‘including the Kashmir issue”,
India’s foreign minister, in his latest statement, also spoke
of the threat posed to India’s security by Pakistan through its
reported purchase of 40 Mirage fighters from France..He
also made it clear that India would not accept the third party
mediation on Kashmir and insisted that the dispute should
be discussed under the Simla Agreement.

Indeed, for a long, long time now there has been no
move on India’s part to resume a meaningful dialogue with
Pakistan on matters of mutual concern. This could partly be
attributed to the fact that New Delhi is preoccupied with its
domestic problems and that general elections are due there
in April. The ruling Congress party would perhaps want to
maintain the present status quo so as not to make itself
vulnerable to any attacks on its policy from its major rival,
the fundamentalist Hindu Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). New
Delhi’s intransigence also suggests that itis fairly confident
of its position in Kashmir and does not regard the armed
insurgency in the occupied state as a major challenge to its
authority.

From reports appearing in the Indian media, it would
seem that prime minister Narasimha Rao has not quite
abandoned the option to hold elections in occupied state as
part of his strategy to initiate what he regards as a political
process. He continues to be in disagreement with his
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Election Commission, which had advised against the
holding of such elections in January, and there is talk of
rescheduling the polls for mid-March. India’s Supreme
Court has called upon the government and the Election
Commission to decide the issue by mutual consultation. The
Court has given a deadline of two weeks for the matter to be
settled by them. If they fail to reach an agreement on the
issue, the Supreme Court would give its own judgment as to
whether it was the government or the Election Commission
that has the final authority to decide when the elections
should be held in Kashmir.

The All Parties’ Hurriyet Conference, representing
some 30 parties of Kashmiri fighters and headed by Mirwaiz
Umar Farooq, continues opposing the holding of elections in
the state as they are firm that no political process which
does notrecognise their right of self-determination would be
acceptable to them. (incidentally, Sardar Qayyum in his
appearance on Zee TV disagreed albeit somewhat mutedly
that self-determination was an option for the Kashmiris
when Rajat Sharma drew his attention to some recent
statements of the Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front
leader, Amanullah Khan).

Mirwaiz Umar Farooq in his recent meeting with a
visiting US Congressman, Gary Ackerman, expressed the
intriguing opinion that the proposed elections “would fuel
unrest in both India and Pakistan.” He was quoted as telling
Ackerman that ““when there is unrestin Kashmir, you will not
have peace in the subcontinent.” It is not clear from the
APHC leaders reported statement whether he meant that in
case New Delhi goes ahead with its plans to hold elections in
the occupied state, Pakistan might not remain un-involvedin
Kashmir. Even the thought of such involvement is extremely
disturbing and people of goodwill on both sides of the border
would sincerely hope that such an eventuality would not
arise.
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Almost all of Pakistan’s recent statements on Kashmir
have stressed the need for the major powers to help defuse
the tensions generated by the Kashmir dispute. Both
President Farooq Leghari and Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto in their meetings with the visiting Canadian prime
minister called upon Canada to exercise its influence on
India for a peaceful solution of the Kashmir dispute. The
President said that Pakistan was prepared for bilateral or
multilateral talks and Ms Bhutto frankly admitted that all
efforts to settle the issue bilaterally had been frustrated by
New Delhi and declared that her government would be
willing to accept any mechanism to settle the issue
peacefully. Foreign visitors to the region recognise the
potential threat to its peace and stability and but make it
clear that there could be no outside mediation unless
Pakistan and India had arrived at a modicum of mutual
understanding on mediation. The Canadian prime minister
has done no more than to suggest that the proposed
elections in the held state had its ‘‘complexities’ and that
Canada would certainly look positively at how it can help to
resolve the dispute.

It is becoming quite apparent that sooner or later the
matter would have to be resolved bilaterally and even if
some outside power agrees to assist it would be only if and
when Pakistan and India have reached a substantial
measure of agreement on a modus operandi to settle the
dispute. One would hope that if Mr. Narasimaha Rao has any
domestic compulsion not to take any fresh initiative until
after the elections, he would also not queer the pitch any
further by going ahead with his proposed elections in
Kashmir for the present. He must realise that even though in
principle Pakistan appears willing to trade with India and
accord in the MFN status, as a signatory to the World Trade
Organisation, there are lobbies in Pakistan which continue
to oppose any bilateral trade so long the tensions over the
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Kashmir dispute persist. Even Sardar Qayyum in his TV
appearance recognised that India is the major power in the
subcontinent and can be expected to take the lead.

By its substantive participation in the SAARC trade fair
in New Delhi, the Pakistan government demonstrated its will
to initiate a move for peace and normality in the region, even
though this may not be welcome to certain hardline
opponents of the PPP’s policies. Mr Narasimha Rao should
be expected to respond in a like manner and abstain from
flaunting India’s economic and military strength as that
would only inhibit Islamabad from taking any further
initiatives for creating a climate of peace and goodwill.

That the Indian authorities agreed to opening an Indian
TV channel to the Azad Kashmir prime minister for airing his
views, even if they were unpalatable to New Delhi, suggests
that they are not averse to a free and frank exchange of
views even on the most contentious issue. While this may
not indicate a sea-change in India’s attitude, this one
tentative step, would hopefully lead to the overall easing of
the controls on cultural and intellectual exchange and on the
circulation of newspapers and books across the border. If
nothing else, this could help to dispel the misunderstand-
ings and misrepresentations which bedevil relations
between the two countries.
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This is Mujahid-i-Awwal
By: Prof. M. Nazir Tabassum

It has often been observed that ordinary events,
ostensibly of no special significance, lead us, attimes, to the
precise understanding of otherwise misunderstood or
altogether incomprehensible phenomena. AJK Prime
Minister’s recent interview to Zee TV can be taken into
account in this background. Interviews are everyday
business especially for the politicians, and in that context,
these should not arouse any particular enthusiasm.
Sardar Qayyum’s this very interview should be no exception
tothis rule, when viewed from this angle. Nonetheless, there
was something special about it that it has become a hotly
debated subject not only on the two sides of LoC but in
Pakistan and India as well. On the Indian side, it even
caused storming of Zee TV Station by BJP and other Hindu
fundamentalist organisations. On this side, it necessitated a
host of political leaders to issue press statements either to
applaud or to censure the Prime Minister. Each could be
justified in its own way, when judged by the criterion of the
person issuing the statement. This scribe intends neither to
shower unnecessary acclaim nor to hurl invectives on the
contents of the interview but to evaluate various answers
rationally, sagaciously and with lucidity.

There have been times when the otherwise imprudent
politicians of Pakistan aired the intention and suggestion of

fifth province comprising of AJK or Gilgit-Baltistan or both.

Iy



Late General Zia-ul-Haqg's thoughtlessness knew no bounds
as he declared Northern Areas Zone E of Martial Law. It
were for such an occasions, facing the world opinion, that
Sardar Qayyum has been taking strong exception to such
indiscreet proposals though he is strongly committed to
Kashmir's accession to Pakistan. There have been
politicians, both in Pakistan and Azad Kashmir, who
knowingly or unknowingly, suspected his real motives but
the opportunities like this bear out that his intentions have
always been above board. A politician, especially
successful one, is expected to be conscious of the events
that may occur in the distant future. He should be a person
bestowed with the exact nature of extra sensory perception
rather than being hallucinated. The importance of the
interview lies in the fact that it was an irrefutable proof that
Allah the Almighty has endowed Sardar Abdul Qayyum Khan
with all these qualities. Therefore the personage should be
judged, not on the basis of petty party politics, butas afigure
that could be justly entitled the saviour of not only
Jammu Kashmir but of Pakistan too. It would not be less than
a catastrophe for the muslims of South Asia not to have a
clear appreciation of him.

There are a number of seamy sides of Pak-Azad
Kashmir relationship of which every Pakistani and Kashmiri
has a clear perception, but sharely by having his wits about
him, Sardar Qayyum saved Pakistan from embarrassment
that could never have been in the competency of every Tom;
Dick and Harry. Responding to Azad Kashmir's being
remotely controlled through lent officers, he aptly rebutted
that these are posted by mutual consent and agreement of
the two Governments, which is also an on the ground reality.
On Federal control of Gilgit-Baltistan, he retorted that it is
because of the Karachi Pact signed by the two sovereign
states, i.e., Pakistan and Azad Kashmir; on the Chair of AJK
Council, he said that he himself inserted the section in AJK
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Constitution because unchecked freedom leads to various
troubles; about Pakistan’s abatement to militancy in
occupied Kashmir, he negated the accusation point blank
without jeopardising Kashmiris’ right to rebel against
occupation; about his own militaristic constitution, he very
wisely layed the blame on Maharaja’s door, and on Pakistan
Army’s involvement in the uprising in occupied Kashmir, he
most appropriately pointed out that the nature of militancy is
utterly unlike that of a regular army but characteristically it
sounds like the one witnessed in Afghanistan. He has been
very logical in responding to the alternate solutions of the
issue rather than harping on the UN resolutions by saying
that in that case an altogether fresh partition plan of the
sub-continent will become imperative. Perhaps it may not
have escaped the attention of the viewers that his last
remark, i.e., fresh partition plan, brought a glimmer on the
face of a Sikh gentleman sitting among the audience. On
compromises, he categorically rejected the allegation
saying that his whole life is an open book and he never did
so on principles; however, being a successful politician, he
has been designing strategies that led him from one to the
other success in life; and that if a politician is incapable of
doing so, he could be no less than adunce and it will be more
appropriate for him to adopt any other occupation than
politicking. His response on General Chisti’s book has been
especially interesting. The letter quoted was not written to
Chisti but to late Mufti Mahmud. Without using derogatory
remarks about a retired General, he did expose his real
intentions and childish ambition. It also revealed that the
wrath of General Zia upon him was due to his difference on
hanging the wit and brain of Asia. Though Sardar Qayyum
has never been a blue-eyed boy to Shaheed Bhutto, and
there are stories of disinformation to the late Pakistani
Premier against him by petty political workers, yet he never
nourished any vengeance against the late Bhutto, a virtue
unlike many Pakistani leaders.
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Finally he stressed the dire need of parleys atall levels
between Indians, Pakistanis and Kashmiris. He further
stressed the need of immediate and meaningful dialogue

otherwise the militancy in Kashmir shall get
uncontrollable.

The interview lasted more than an hour; a personage of
Sardar Qayyum’s constitution, a practising and devoutly
religious figure, who has not only his own vision of
implementing Islamic Shariah, but to his credit has done so
to a great extent, did not answer a single question in terms of
religion. He showed enough wit and reason than to use
religion as wheels to further his view point. This should be
an eye-opener to those religio-political leaders whose main
source of inspiration is religion and not democracy. Though
Sardar Qayyum is never forgetful to the significance of
religion at home, yet he is aware of the importance of being
a staunch democrat at the world fora. This interview
exhibited very clearly that he is a man of strong conviction;
that his commitment to the liberation of Kashmir and its
accession to Pakistan is unswerving; that he never
compromises on principles but at the same time is highly
capable of gradually improving upon his political strategy;
and thatit will not be any child’s play to keep him aside of the
political scene of both Azad Kashmir and Pakistan.
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